Building Background Knowledge for Academic Achievement
Instructor:

Lisa Levinger, Literacy Consultant
Description:  

Educators understand that students are affected in their quest for new knowledge by such factors as the knowledge and instructional skill of their teachers, the students’ interest in the subject, and the complexity of the new content.  However, research indicates that 
“. . . what students already know about the content is one of the strongest indicators of how well they will learn new information”; therefore, it is critical that educators begin to spend more time with focused instruction to build background knowledge."




This course will discuss and analyze principles outlined in the book, “Building Background Knowledge for Academic Achievement.”  Participants will learn how to use Robert Marzano's six principles to build the background knowledge of our students. Topics covered are use of academic notebooks connecting reading and writing, use of conversation, and direct vocabulary instruction through the use of specific words which cover content area in eleven different subjects.  Participants will integrate Marzano's principles within content area lessons and discuss how the strategies impact the students in their classes.



*A materials fee of $20 will be charged to cover part of the cost of a copy of Robert Marzano’s book, “Building Background Knowledge for Academic Achievement.”  
Course Requirement:  
To complete a lesson plan utilizing techniques learned in the course.
Audience:

Educators, Teaching Assistants - Grades Pre-K to 12
Dates:


Thursdays, January 24, 31, February 7, 14, and 28, 2008 



(snow date: March 6, 2008)
Location:

Ossining High School – Room 109
Time:


4 PM to 7 PM
Cost for credit:

Members:  

$20 non-refundable registration fee plus $100 course fee + *materials fee $20
(Please send check payable to Ossining UFSD) 

Non-Members:

$30 non-refundable registration fee plus $110 course fee + *materials fee $20
(Please send check payable to Ossining UFSD)
Audit fee:

Members:

$20 non-refundable audit fee + *materials fee $20
Non-Members:

$30 non-refundable audit fee + *materials fee $20
Contact hours:

15 hours – consult your District for in-service credit

Deadline:

January 10, 2008
New York State Standards to be addressed:  ELA #1 - 4
