Engaging DIFFERENTIATED
INSTRUCTION for Grades 7 - 12
Instructor:
David Luhman – a special education teacher, English teacher and adjunct professor of education for Long Island University.  He is presently the Supervisor of Secondary English Language Arts for the Harrison Central School District.

Description:  
If we want to effectively engage our students, we need to implement instruction that starts at the point where the students are, rather than adopt a one-size-fits-all approach to teaching that presumes that all learners of a given age or grade are essentially alike. As teachers, we need to proactively plan varied approaches to what students need to learn, how they will learn it, and/or how they can express what they have learned.  While many teachers see the value of differentiating their instruction, they are often concerned about the challenges they face in trying to meet the many different needs of all the students in their classrooms. This course will help teachers create engaging differentiated units of study and, at the same time, it will also offer effective strategies for efficiently managing the many tasks that good differentiation requires.    


Together, we will explore exciting learning activities that combine the different levels of readiness, different learning modalities, and different interests of the students in your classroom.  We will look specifically at how different forms of student grouping can be used to maximize learning for all ability levels.   Participants will learn ways that will increase the level of cognitive engagement in their classroom, and will examine strategies for increasing students’ understandings of their own learning processes.   
Course Requirement:  

Participants will share changes they have made to instructional practices in their classroom with the group and create a differentiated lesson that uses different entry points for teaching the same concept.  Your lesson should address the needs of students who are working below, on, and above grade level.  
Audience:

Regular and Special Education Teachers – Grades 7 to 12
Dates:


Saturdays, May 3 and 10, 2008  
Location:

Ossining High School – Room 109 – Bring a bag lunch
Time:


8 AM to 4 PM 
Cost for credit:

Members:  

$20 non-refundable registration fee plus $100 course fee

(Please send two separate checks payable to Ossining UFSD) 
Non-Members:

$30 non-refundable registration fee plus $110 course fee

(Please send two separate checks payable to Ossining UFSD
Audit fee:

Members:

$20 non-refundable audit fee
Non-Members:

$30 non-refundable audit fee

Contact hours:

15 hours – consult your District for in-service credit

Deadline:

April 17, 2008
New York State Standards to be addressed:  ELA #1, 2, 3 & 4
